
RELEVANT LAW FOR RURAL HOMESTEADS IN 

JACKSONVILLE AFTER CONSOLIDATION

Section 6(e) of Art. VIII of the Florida Constitution of 1968 reads as follows: 

(e)  CONSOLIDATION AND HOME RULE.  Article VIII, Sections 9, 10, 11 and 24, of the

Constitution of 1885, as amended, shall remain in full force and effect as to each county affected, as

if this article had not been adopted, until that county shall expressly adopt a charter or home rule

plan pursuant to this article. All provisions of the Metropolitan Dade County Home Rule Charter,

heretofore or hereafter adopted by the electors of Dade County pursuant to 3Article VIII, Section 11,

of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, shall be valid, and any amendments to such charter shall be

valid; provided that the said provisions of such charter and the said amendments thereto are

authorized under said 3Article VIII, Section 11, of the Constitution of 1885, as amended.

Section 9 of Art. VIII of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, reads as follows: 

1. SECTION 9. Legislative power over city of Jacksonville and Duval County.--The Legislature

shall have power to establish, alter or abolish, a Municipal corporation to be known as the City of

Jacksonville, extending territorially throughout the present limits of Duval County, in the place of

any or all county, district, municipal and local governments, boards, bodies and officers,

constitutional or statutory, legislative, executive, judicial, or administrative, and shall prescribe the

jurisdiction, powers, duties and functions of such municipal corporation, its legislative, executive,

judicial and administrative departments and its boards, bodies and officers; to divide the territory

included in such municipality into subordinate districts, and to prescribe a just and reasonable

system of taxation for such municipality and districts; and to fix the liability of such municipality

and districts. Bonded and other indebtedness, existing at the time of the establishment of such

municipality, shall be enforceable only against property theretofore taxable therefor. The Legislature

shall, from time to time, determine what portion of said municipality is a rural area, and a homestead

in such rural area shall not be limited as if in a city or town. Such municipality may exercise all the

powers of a municipal corporation and shall also be recognized as one of the legal political divisions

of the State with the duties and obligations of a county and shall be entitled to all the powers, rights

and privileges, including representation in the State Legislature, which would accrue to it if it were a

county. All property of Duval County and of the municipalities in said county shall vest in such

municipal corporation when established as herein provided. The offices of Clerk of the Circuit Court

and Sheriff shall not be abolished but the Legislature may prescribe the time when, and the method

by which, such offices shall be filled and the compensation to be paid to such officers and may vest

in them additional powers and duties. No county office shall be abolished or consolidated with

another office without making provision for the performance of all State duties now or hereafter

prescribed by law to be performed by such county officer. Nothing contained herein shall affect

Section 20 of Article III of the Constitution of the State of Florida, except as to such provisions

therein as relate to regulating the jurisdiction and duties of any class of officers, to summoning and

impanelling grand and petit jurors, to assessing and collecting taxes for county purposes and to

regulating the fees and compensation of county officers. No law authorizing the establishing or

abolishing of such Municipal corporation pursuant to this Section, shall become operative or

effective until approved by a majority of the qualified electors participating in an election held in

said County, but so long as such Municipal corporation exists under this Section the Legislature may

amend or extend the law authorizing the same without referendum to the qualified voters unless the

Legislative act providing for such amendment or extension shall provide for such referendum. 



Section 4 of Art. X of the Florida Constitution of 1968, as amended,  reads as follows: 

SECTION 4.  Homestead; exemptions.-- 

(a)  There shall be exempt from forced sale under process of any court, and no judgment, decree or

execution shall be a lien thereon, except for the payment of taxes and assessments thereon,

obligations contracted for the purchase, improvement or repair thereof, or obligations contracted for

house, field or other labor performed on the realty, the following property owned by a natural

person: 

(1)  a homestead, if located outside a municipality, to the extent of one hundred sixty acres of

contiguous land and improvements thereon, which shall not be reduced without the owner's consent

by reason of subsequent inclusion in a municipality; or if located within a municipality, to the extent

of one-half acre of contiguous land, upon which the exemption shall be limited to the residence of

the owner or the owner's family; 

(2)  personal property to the value of one thousand dollars. 

(b)  These exemptions shall inure to the surviving spouse or heirs of the owner. 

(c)  The homestead shall not be subject to devise if the owner is survived by spouse or minor child,

except the homestead may be devised to the owner's spouse if there be no minor child. The owner of

homestead real estate, joined by the spouse if married, may alienate the homestead by mortgage, sale

or gift and, if married, may by deed transfer the title to an estate by the entirety with the spouse. If

the owner or spouse is incompetent, the method of alienation or encumbrance shall be as provided

by law. 

History.--Am. H.J.R. 4324, 1972; adopted 1972; Am. H.J.R. 40, 1983; adopted 1984; Am. proposed

by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May

5, 1998; adopted 1998.

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

Section 2.06. Homestead law.

That part of the general services district not included in the urban services district shall be deemed

to be a rural area, and a homestead in such rural area shall not be limited as if in a city or town.

Whenever any urban services district is altered, created, or expanded pursuant to this charter or

legislative act, a homestead within such urban services district shall be limited as if in a city or town.

(Laws of Fla., Ch. 67-1535; Laws of Fla., Ch. 78-536, § 2; Laws of Fla., Ch. 92-341, § 1)


